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McBrine & Stade: Typically West Coast
UCLUELET - The home is 

perched on a cliff with a view 
of the ocean through tall trees, a 
soaring post and beam building 
that Peter Stade of McBrine & 
Stade Developments Ltd. calls,
“Typically West Coast.”

Its design and quality of 
�À�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�V�L�G�H�� �D�Q�G�� �R�X�W�� �K�D�Y�H��
�P�D�G�H�� �L�W�� �D�� �À�Q�D�O�L�V�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� ����������
Georgie Awards in the category 
�%�H�V�W�� �&�X�V�W�R�P�� �+�R�P�H�� ����������������������
square feet.

Being among the top in the 
province is nothing new to Mc-
Brine & Stade. Last year they 
�Z�H�U�H���D���À�Q�D�O�L�V�W���I�R�U���D���*�R�O�G���*�H�R�U-
gie Award in the townhouse 
category and Stade has previ-
�R�X�V�O�\�� �Z�R�Q�� �D�� �*�R�O�G�� �D�Q�G�� �6�L�O�Y�H�U��
CARE Award.

�7�K�H�� �*�H�R�U�J�L�H�� �À�Q�D�O�L�V�W�� �:�K�L�W�H��
residence in Ucluelet is on a 
high cliff above the oceanfront. 
Stade, who is a self taught de-
signer and draftsman, designed 
it from ideas and a photo from 
a magazine his overseas clients 
gave him. However, like most 
of McBrine and Stade’s clients, 
White knew Stade’s work and 
liked his style of building.

The home features soar-
ing pine ceilings supported by 
�P�D�V�V�L�Y�H�� �'�R�X�J�O�D�V�� �À�U�� �E�H�D�P�V���� �)�L�U��
�W�U�L�P���D�E�R�X�Q�G�V�����7�K�H���K�H�D�W�H�G���Á�R�R�U�V��
feature slate in the kitchen and 
bathrooms, and laminate made 
�I�U�R�P�� �V�D�O�Y�D�J�H�G�� �À�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�W�� �R�I��
the home. The staircase is me-
ticulously hand made. 

The kitchen features maple 
cabinets and granite counter-
tops. Slate tiles and raised ba-
sins dominate in the luxurious 
bathrooms, and in the master 
suite the tub is raised to take 
advantage of the ocean view. 
Everything about the home is 
simply top notch.

Stade explains how he ap-
proaches all his projects. 

“I care a lot about the quality. 
I design and build each home so 
that I would want to live in it”.

He adds that most of the 
people he designs for come to 
him because they have seen the 
work he does. As a result he has 
a good deal of creative latitude 
in his designs.

�)�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �S�R�L�Q�W��
of view, both Stade and his part-

ner Walter McBrine  have been 
building on the West Coast for 
many years. Stade says they 
have also done many renova-
tions and repairs.

“We’ve seen what kind of 
construction works and what 
doesn’t. We’ve seen what peo-
ple have done wrong in the 
past so we use that experience 
to build homes that will last in 
this climate.”

Stade says that he knew 
from the time he was a teen in 
high school that he wanted to 
be involved in construction, in 
�I�D�F�W���D�W���À�U�V�W���K�H���J�U�D�Y�L�W�D�W�H�G���W�R�Z�D�U�G��
architecture but discovered that 
he preferred working outdoors 
with his hands.

After building in Prince 
Rupert and in the Kootenays 
for some years, he moved to 
Ucluelet where he went to work 
as a foreman for Walter Mc-
Brine, a long-time West Coast 
builder. Together they worked 
on some of Vancouver Island’s 
premier projects such as the 
Canadian Princess Resort and
Painter’s Lodge.

When Stade left McBrine 
to work for himself he took on 
mostly residential projects. Mc-
Brine meanwhile stayed on in 
Campbell River and completed 
�3�D�L�Q�W�H�U�·�V�� �/�R�G�J�H���� �)�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �K�H��
went on to do the Oak Bay Ma-
rina  restaurant renovation in 
�9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D���D�Q�G���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�H�G���W�K�H���À�U�V�W��
phase of the Wickanninish Inn
�L�Q���7�R�À�Q�R��

Three years ago the two 
men decided to join forces and 
formed their company, McBrine 

& Stade Development Ltd.
The Moorage  is the com-

pany’s latest project and it’s a 
big one that will not be com-
pleted for another two years. 
The Moorage is two combina-
tion residential and commercial 
buildings fronting on the small 
craft harbour next to the Cana-
dian Princess Resort. Phase one, 
�Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���L�Q������������
has four commercial spaces on 
�W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G���Á�R�R�U���D�Q�G���������U�H�V�L�G�H�Q-
tial units above.

“We couldn’t have taken 
on a project like The Moorage 
each on our own,” Stade says, 
“I think that the project is a re-
sult of our collaboration. It com-
bines Walter and my building 
skills and experience.”

As with all the work Mc-
Brine & Stade undertake every-
thing about the building is top 
quality. In fact, even the fun-
damental building blocks are 
top notch. Stade notes they are 
using insulated concrete forms 

���,�&�)���� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�W�H�U�L�R�U�� �Z�D�O�O�V����
which is the new technology in 
wall construction.

Stade says they feels proud 
of the quality of the project. 
“We’re going to have granite 
�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�W�R�S�V�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�D�W�H�G�� �Á�R�R�U�V����
�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�� �R�S�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �F�R�U�N�� �Á�R�R�U�L�Q�J����
it’s going to be really nicely 
�À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���� �+�R�S�H�I�X�O�O�\�� �L�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �D��
�À�Q�D�O�L�V�W���I�R�U���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���*�H�R�U�J�L�H���µ

Phase two of the Moorage 
will include commercial space 

�R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �Á�R�R�U�� �D�Q�G�� �Y�D�F�D-
�W�L�R�Q���U�H�Q�W�D�O�V���R�Q���W�K�H���X�S�S�H�U���Á�R�R�U��

The partners have no con-
crete future plans, Stade says. 
At the moment they are concen-
trating all their energies on The 
Moorage. After that, depend-
ing on land availability, they’ll 
be ready to take on something 
new.

McBrine & Stade Develop-
�P�H�Q�W�� �/�W�G�� �L�V�� �D�W�� ���������� �,�P�S�H�U�L�D�O��
Lane in Ucluelet. 
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McBrine & Stade homes feature the West Coast look
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An artist’s rendition of The Moorage project


